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LTC Darrell R. Large, retired U.S. Army veteran, 88, of Honolulu, Hawaii,
passed away on Wednesday, September 8, 2021, at Maunalani Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Kaimuki. 

 

Large was born in Dickenson County, VA to Garnet (Mullins) and Hiram Large
and raised on Caney Ridge where he used a mule drawn wooden plow to till
the hillside garden with his younger brother, Ray. His father was a coal miner
who was black listed for signing up fellow coal miners to join the union.
Always a gifted speaker, his 4-H club sent him to Chicago to give a speech
about a project he and brother worked on together. He graduated from
Dickenson Memorial High School in 1952 and then enlisted in the U.S. Army.
Later the two brothers married sisters, Rheta and Glenda Hillman from the
nearby mining camp of Clinchco, and always said that they had married well. 

Large completed his education at the University of Maryland with a degree in
Military Science, and served in the Army Intelligence Service (now known as
the National Security Agency) for 24 years. He retired from the Army with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. His distinguished military career included
overseas tours in Ethiopia, Pakistan, Turkey, Japan, and Vietnam. He moved
his family to Hawaii in 1973, and retired at Camp Smith in 1976. 

 

Following his military career, Large became a successful Realtor. He and



Rheta founded Hale Koa Realty where they served primarily military families.
They opened and then managed multiple offices throughout the islands for 17
years. 

Darrell was recognized by the Hawaii State Chapter of Military Officers
Association with the annual Doleman Award in 2012, which recognizes
outstanding volunteer contributions. For several years he worked with Angel
Network Charities (“The Great Hawaiian Yard Sale”), and served on the board
of trustees for the Hawaiʻi Army Museum which he helped start. He also
worked with the Republican Party for many years and served as a delegate
for the Republican National Convention in 1996. He loved his time
volunteering with The Rotary Club of Honolulu, where he helped jump-start
the Visitor Aloha Society of Hawaii (VASH) and then served as president for
Rotary Club of East Honolulu from 2010-2011. He was a member of the
Hawaiʻi Military Officerʻs Association (MOA) and served as president in 2012.
He is fondly remembered by many on Oʻahu for portraying Uncle Sam in local
Fourth of July parades from 2004 to 2014. 

 

A proud Appalachian who loved his family, Large organized the annual
Large/Mullins family reunion from 1988 to 2016 and he held the record for
holding the most continuous annual family reunions at the Breaks up until that
time. Darrell purchased the old Large home-place where he was raised on
Caney Ridge back in the 90s to keep it in the family. He spent his happiest
hours working on it with his youngest brother Roger who took charge of
renovating it, and planting apple trees with young people from the local 4-H
club. Spending time up on Caney Ridge became important to the entire family
and it was always considered home. 

 Large spent his last two years of life at the Maunalani Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center where he continued to do his best to be of service to
those who came in contact with him despite his struggles with Parkinsonism. 



Along with his wife of 67 years, Rheta Large, Large is survived by his children,
Terri Madden and her husband Dan of Honolulu, Linda Young and her
husband Joseph Maloney of Ellisville, MO, Jonathan Large of Washington,
DC, and Craig Scott Large of Honolulu; his grandchildren, Nikki DeCaires,
Carrie DeCaires, Daniel Madden, Beth Burdette-Allen and 6 great
grandchildren: Sarah and Julia Burdette, and Evie, Eddie, Lucy, and Izzy
Madden. Large is also survived by his beloved siblings, Ray Large of
Aberdeen, Maryland, Roger Large of Pound, Virginia, and Sondra Waters of
Rockwall, Texas and many beloved nieces and nephews. 

Darrell was a long-time member of Calvary by the Sea Lutheran Church in
Honolulu. 

 

He willed his body to the John Burns School of Medicine, and will receive full
military honors at the Kaneohe Military Cemetery as soon as his remains are
released. 

 

A memorial service will be held on July 08,2023 at 10:00am at the Large
Family Cemetery. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family appreciates donations directed to the Dickenson
County Historical Society. 

 

Mullins Funeral Home and Staff are serving the Large family. Online
condolences may be made online at www.mullinsfuneralhome.net



Tribute Wall

Mullins Funeral Home and Crematory - October 21, 2021 at 04:03 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mullins Funeral Home and Crematory - October 21, 2021 at 02:39 PM

3 files added to the album Memories Album

CD

Cheryl W Duncan - October 31, 2021 at 11:43 AM

I met Darrell may years ago at his home in Virginia. He & I both did
family genealogy and he loved to present it at our family reunions, he
did a great job of the family history and on hosting the reunions for so
many years. I appreciate all the time & love he put into both for
everyone. He will be missed by many. Remember to share the
Memories - I am related thru his mothers sister Hattie Mullins Wallen
and her son Gerald "Jerry" Wallen in Florida, Cheryl Wallen Duncan

TM

Tony Melzer - October 31, 2021 at 02:27 PM

Darrell and I shared great times together. We served together in the
Army, took skiing trips and enjoyed social functions and parties. I last
saw Darrell and Rheta several years ago, when our cruise ship docked
in. honolulu and they picked us up for an afternoon of sightseeing and
comradery. He will be sorely missed.



Doreen
Smith

Doreen Smith - November 07, 2021 at 10:25 AM

We first met cousin Darrell in Oahu Hawaii We took our two daughters
Bridget and Brenda also They got to me him and Rheta too. We had a
good time eating breakfast wtih them at the Hotel. From then on were
were going to the Large Mullens Reunions. We got a better chance to
know him and Rheta. We enjoyed the genealogy sessions and learned
a lot. My Husband Anthony's Grandmother Louise Large was Darrells
Dads Sister. Aunt Lou he called her. He was such a nice person and so
glad we met. My husband's Aunt told us were had a cousin in Hawaii.
So we looked him up while there. So sad to hear our hearts and Love
go out to Rheta and the family Love Doreen and Anthony Smith family

FD

Frederick Dietz - September 29, 2022 at 08:17 PM

You go through life and you meet many people but only a few make as
lasting an impression as Darrell. His huge smile and sunny attitude was
so contagious that it brightened your attitude long after being with him.
RIP Darrell. You are missed by so many whose lives intersected with
you.


